
be the voice of all young 
democrats in New York State. 

I am so pleased with how far 
we have come as an organi-
zation over the past nine 
months. We have a lot of 
work to do if we are going to  
reach our goals about turning 
NYSYD into the premier or-
ganization for young people 
in New York State. I am ener-
gized once again and more  
committed now than ever 
before to lead this organiza-
tion and continue my work 
with you all. I will leave you 
all tonight with a thank you 
from the bottom of my heart, 
as you do not know how  
thankful I am to have all of 
you as part of the team. 
 
Please remember that  
together we can make a  
difference!  

We did it! The 2009 YDA Win-
ter Conference was a huge 
success. Over 300 young peo-
ple from all across the United 
States came to Manhattan  
this weekend to took part in this 
exciting conference and train-
ing. It was a very exciting con-
ference and everyone said that 
this was one of the best YDA 
Conferences ever!  

We were very fortunate to 
have special speakers like NYS 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver, Congress Member An-
thony Weiner, Congress Mem-
ber Carolyn Maloney, NYS 
Comptroller Tom Dinapoli, NYS 
Democratic Committee Chair 
June O'Neill and DNC Member 
Ray Buckley.  

I want everyone to know that I 
could not have done this with-
out all of you. I want to thank 

the 2009 YDA Winter Confer-
ence Planning Committee for all 
of their hard work. I also want 
to give a special thank you to 
our committee chairs YDA Sec-
retary Stephanie Hausner and 
Edgar Santana. I am so thank-
ful for all of your combined 
efforts and contribution to NY-
SYD. I would also like to thank 
the Manhattan Young Democ-
rats and their President Al Ben-
ninghoff for being the host 
county chapter this weekend.  
They showed YDA once again 
why they are the YDA Chapter 
of the Year!  

I want to also mention that all 
of the accolades I received this 
weekend were great but this 
was a team effort and we 
should all share this great suc-
cess. NYSYD comes out of this 
conference stronger than  
ever and more determined to 

Reflections on the YDA Winter Meeting in New York  
By: Matthew Silverstein, NYSYD President  

NYSYD Looks Forward to the 2009 YDA Convention 
By: Stephanie Hausner, YDA Secretary 

Wrigley Field. The home of 
deep-dish pizza. Sears Tower. 
The Magnificent Mile. Oprah. 
The YDA National Convention. 
  
That's right fellow New York-
ers we are going to fabulous 
Chicago for the 2009 YDA 
Convention from August 5-
9th.  
 
The weekend will be filled 
with workshops, speakers, net-
working, YDA officer and cau-
cus elections, and tons of great 

parties!! Two years ago, many 
of our state officers made the 
Convention their first YDA 
meeting and they havenõt 
stopped since. YDA Conventions 
are tremendous opportunities to 
get top of the line training, 
hear from incredible elected 
officials and party leaders, 
and elect a great new slate of 
officers. We already have 
New Yorkers interested in run-
ning for caucus leadership posi-
tions and I encourage more to 
do the same. Last convention, 

we brought over twenty peo-
ple, this year we would like to 
double that and bring over 40 
people.  
Our state leadership has great 
plans for this meeting and have 
already talked about ways to 
make it less expensive for our 
membership and tourist activi-
ties in Chicago. Please feel free 
to email me at  
Secretary@yda.org if you 
have any questions or want to 
know more about the conven-
tion.  
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The form to apply to 

be a NYSYD delegate 

to the YDA 2009 

Convention in  

Chicago is online.   

Please access it at  

http://www.nysyd.org/

NYSYDchicagodele-

gateform.doc  

Any questions?  
Please contact us at  
President@nysyd.net   
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the club more effective, and keeping 
the group focused on those tasks at 
hand. She even managed to convince 
me, after many long and protracted 
debates, to inherit the organization 
when she stepped down.  Over the 
next year, as I was establishing my 
position as the leader of the group, 
and as two titans of politics com-
peted vigorously for the Democratic 
nomination, one could clearly see 
parallels within the club's member-
ship. Entrenched and experienced 
MYD members, who were clearly the 
majority of the participants early on 
in the year, were joined more and 
more in greater numbers by enthusi-
astic, but inexperienced newcomers. 
By year's end, it was impossible to 
keep track of attendance because 
there were just too many people at 
our events. Many of us wondered if 
this enthusiasm would continue after 
the election. Unfortunately, the dismal 
attendance at our regular meetings 
towards the end of last year seemed 
to indicate enthusiasm was, indeed, 
waning. 
Yet, despite this reality, I continued to 
spread the gospel of MYD. While 
working on the Obama Campaign, I 
was fortunate enough to witness a 
little bit of that potential that I had 
mentioned earlier. Young people 
were putting everything they could 
into winning this election because 
they knew their futures depended on 
it. It didn't matter that they hadn't 
done anything like this before; and it 
was surely like nothing I had ever 
seen. Young people were clearing a 
path through history. As I marveled at 
the potential of the new crop of 
political activists, it dawned on me 
that they were precisely the type of 
people MYD needed. And so, I be-
gan planting seeds in their minds by 
asking, very simply, "So what hap-
pens next? After this election is over, 
win or lose, what are you going to do 
to continue the movement youõve 
started?" I was taking a different 
approach to MYD than previous 
years. Instead of waiting for the right 
people to find the club, I was taking 
the club to the right people. 
That brings me back to late January 
where we were counting the votes for 
the election of our Vice President. Ben 
Yee, the former New Media Director 

on the Obama Campaign in New 
York and relatively new MYD mem-
ber, had defeated the well-known 
and well-liked former MYD Secre-
tary in a landslide. Within a month, 
the four elected officers met and 
chose seven directors in a selection 
process that attracted top talent from 
around the county, and just this past 
month our precedent-setting Issue 
Oriented Committees held their first 
meetings to elect chairs. These new 
committees are not only attracting 
new members who are passionate 
about issues, but they are setting 
themselves up to be instrumental in 
educating our membership about the 
top local issues and using that knowl-
edge to affect policy. 
The new MYD is focused on educat-
ing our members about local politics, 
actively engaging them on their level 
with online organizing tools, and 
motivating them to get involved by 
providing meaningful opportunities 
for our members to have an impact 
on politics in areas that interest them. 
We realize that not everyone knew 
in high school or college that they 
wanted to get politically involved.  
We realize that itõs ok to not know 
everything about local politics.  And 
thatõs where MYD steps in.  The new 
MYD is young, energetic, and unen-
cumbered by the traditional ap-
proaches to politics. Just check out our 
website (www.gomyd.com) to see 
how much we've revolutionized the 
way we function, and while youõre 
there, look at our calendar and blog 
to get a sense of what we're up to. 
This year, we've got the right recipe 
and the right ingredients. Even Ma-
jority Leader Malcolm Smith's office 
has noticed. They recently promoted 
our website when we posted an 
entry calling the MTA to task for a 
delayed repair and used it to pro-
mote our new Transportation Issues 
Oriented Committee. MYD is boom-
ing and weõre truly becoming a re-
source for the newbies and the veter-
ans alike to come join us and get 
involved; to come join us to become 
educated and informed.  Our motto 
is òIõm Young. Iõm Progressive. Now 
What?ó Come check us out to figure 
out your next step in affecting 
change for the better.   

Every January, Manhattan Young 
Democrats holds elections for club 
officers, but this year, our normally 
calm and seamless election meeting 
was marred by a contested election 
for, of all offices, Vice President. It was 
certainly an odd event to witness. The 
room was filled with a veritable mix of 
political newbies and veterans; new, 
active young people from the Obama 
Campaign, excited about finding an 
outlet to continue their political activ-
ism, mixed in with a few, battle-tested 
veteran members. I wasn't surprised by 
the lack of seating in the room (a 
problem we rarely had in the past!!). I 
walked into the meeting knowing that 
this year would be a little different 
than years past.  
When I joined in early '06, the poten-
tial was undoubtedly palpable. A 
group of young, energetic, unencum-
bered minds meeting to learn, plan, 
and take action in politics was a great 
recipe, though I quickly noticed some 
of the ingredients seemed to be miss-
ing. The group didn't seem to be as 
esteemed as I had initially anticipated; 
rather, they seemed to be struggling 
for recognition and relevance. It took a 
while for me to understand why, in 
such a Democratic stronghold, and in 
the financial and media capital of the 
world, Manhattan Young Democrats 
was only just recovering from anemic 
participation. 
In New York City, there will always be 
the standard excuses: New York hosts 
several dozen competing Democratic 
organizations; when a county only has 
one party there is little need for it to 
depend on or encourage youth partici-
pation; politicians who have staked out 
a fiefdom and a support base feel 
threatened by smart and ambitious 
young people; young Manhattanites 
are too transient and too involved in 
other issues to notice local politics. I've 
heard each of these excuses uttered in 
some variation throughout my mem-
bership. Yet, none of these excuses 
completely quelled my conviction that, 
if motivated and young people were 
given a clearly defined mission and 
plan, they could accomplish anything. 
I'm an optimist at heart, which may 
explain why I became so enthralled 
by the Obama Campaign. 
No doubt, my predecessor did what 
she could by delegating tasks to make 

I'm Young.  

I'm Progressive. 

Now What? 

www.goMYD.com  
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The new webpage  
format for the  

Manhattan Young  
Democrats has access to 
their blog, events, 
video, mission,  

constitution and more.   

By: Al Benninghoff - President, MYD - Manhattan Young Democrats  

Manhattan Young Democrats:  

Filling in the òWhatõs Nextó Void in New York City Politics  

http://www.gomyd.com/
http://www.goMYD.com
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NYSYD would like to thank all those involved in the 2009 YDA Winter Meeting held in 

New York City.   The following are the supporters, sponsors and speakers.  Their  

contributions led to a very successful conference and we could not do it with out them!  

ω {ǘŀǘŜ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ !ƴŘǊŜŀ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ  
Cousins 
ω /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 9ǊƛŎ Dƛƻŀ 
ω /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ WƻƘƴ [ƛǳ  

ω b¸{ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ !Φ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴ 
ω b¸{ aŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ !Φ 
Smith 
ω b¸{ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ {ƘŜƭŘƻƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ϝ 
ω b¸{ /ƻƳǇǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ¢ƻƳ 5ƛbŀǇƻƭƛ ϝ 
ω b¸{ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
Cuomo 
ω b¸ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ !Φ 
Cortés-Vázquez * 
ω ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ 
Rangel 
ω b¸{ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ 
June O'Neill * 
ω b¸{ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
ω ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ 
Maloney * 
ω ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊ 9ƭƛƻǘ 
Engel 

ω ²ŜǎǘŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 
Committee Chair Reginald LaFay-
ette 
ω bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ  
Committee Chair Jay Jacobs 
ω {ǘŜǳōŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ  
Committee Chair Shawn Hogan 
ω /ƛǾƛƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ - 
CSEA 
ω 5b/ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ !ƭƛŎŜ DŜǊƳƻƴŘ 
ω 5b/ ±ƛŎŜ-Chair Ray Buckley * 
ω 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ [ŜƎŀŎȅ  
Committee 
ω bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ¢ƻƳ 
Suozzi 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ /ƘǳŎƪ [ŀǾƛƴŜ 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ 9ƭƭŜƴ WŀŦŦŜ 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ .ƛƴƎ 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
Latimer 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ aŀǊƪ !ƭŜǎǎƛ 
ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ aŀǊƪ ²ŜǇǊƛƴ 

ω !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊ !Ƴȅ tŀǳƭƛƴ 
ω /ƘǳƴƎ {Ŝǘƻ 
ω YtY {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ [[/ 
ω 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ D!Lb 
ω 5[нм/ 
ω 5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ [ƛōŜǊŀƭƭȅ 
ω wȅŀƴ YŀǊōŜƴ 
ω 9Ǿŀƴ [ŜŘŜǊƳŀƴ 
ω [ŀǘƛƴŀ t!/ 
ω bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊ 5ŀǾŜ 
Mejias 
ω aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ 
ω bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ [ŀǿȅŜǊǎ 
Council 
ω {ǘŜǾŜ .ŜƘŀǊ 
ω ¢ƘŜ [ŜȄƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ /ƭǳō 
ω {ǘŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǿƻƳŀƴ ¢ǊǳŘȅ 
Mason  
 
* denotes speaker  

NYSYD members share their excitement about the 2009 Winter Meeting in New York City 

Å This was the best YDA meeting I have ever 
been to and I have been to over a dozen. 
Over 300 people from across the country 
descended upon NY for a weekend of fantas-
tic trainings, inspiring speakers, and great 
networking. It was a great time to see old 
friends and include New Yorkers in what for 
many was their first national conference.    
~Stephanie Hausner  
Å The New York Conference was a great suc-
cess. The meetings were done with great 
speakers and discussions. The organization 
showed its great strength in its diversity in 
ideas from members all over the U.S. I was 
proud to be involved in such a great organiza-
tion and for it to shine in my state over the 
weekend.  ~Dustin Hausner 
Å The Albany County Young Democrats (ACYD) 
were honored to attend the YDA/NYSYD 
conference in NYC. All of our members left 
excited about the training they received and 
fellow young democrats they met. I encourage 
all young democrats in the country to attend 
future conferences and take a more active role 
in local politics.  ~Ben L. Jakes-Johnson  
Å It was truly an honor for Manhattan to host 
the YDA Winter Conference. Elected officials 
from all over the region came out to show their 
support for our local youth movement, which 
has recently become reinvigorated by the 
Obama campaign. The seminars were educa-
tional, entertaining, and relevant without be-

coming so numerous that they hampered any-
one's chances for networking or socializing. It 
couldn't have come at a better time: our board 
is about to meet to hash out the rest of the 
year, and with the new ideas we discussed at 
the conference, we've had to redraft our entire 
plan. It is truly exciting.  ~Al Benninghoff  
Å It was a great honor to have the Young De-
mocrats of America come to New York for 
their 2009 Winter Conference. What made it 
even more special is that it was in my home 
town (aka MY ISLAND) of Manhattan. How 
many Young Dems can actually say that YDA 
came to their town while they were involved? I 
also had the best possible speaker for the 
Labor Caucus meeting...my father, Bob Cor-
bett. An experience I will never forget.  
~Mike Corbett  
Å The YDA Winter meeting was a great ex-
perience for me. I have been to many YDA 
meetings and have enjoyed each of them. 
However I felt that the workshops and speak-
ers at the YDA winter meeting in NYC were of 
the highest quality! ~David Carlucci 
Å As a member of the host chapter it was truly 
exciting and gratifying to see so many en-
gaged and active young democrats from 
across the country congregating in my home 
town for what was sincerely an awesome 
conference. In addition to conducting a lot of 
business, I know there was a lot of fun to be 
had.  It was both an honor and pleasure to 

have the member of YDA in NYC- I hope they 
will all come back real soon!  ~Dara Adams 
Å We had a great time welcoming people 
from all over the country to the wonderful 
island of Manhattan.  As always, there were 
lots of faces, some old some new, and I hope 
that we showed them all a great time!  There 
were a few people from Nassau there and 
the National Women's Caucus had a great 
meeting.  I know that this meeting is making me 
very excited for Chicago!  ~Kate OõHagan 
Å This was my first YDA national conference 
and I had a very positive experience. I organ-
ized an event with the founders of The Great 
Schlep for the Jewish Caucus meeting. Consid-
ering that the meeting was held on a Sunday 
morning, I saw great enthusiasm among a 
group of about 40 people and it showed just 
how much our generation is excited for the big 
changes that are about to come.  
~Daniel Getman  
Å In my 8 years in the leadership of NYSYD I 
have never seen such a powerful experience 
as 300+ Young Democrats from around the 
country. This demonstrates that we are one of 
the premier chapters in the country. This meet-
ing was one of the most succesful I have ever 
seen. ~Michael Gilbreg 
Å Donõt all thank me at once people :)  
~Edgar Santana 



in office. Massachusetts Lieu-
tenant Governor, Tim Murray, 
spoke about his beginning in 
local office and his work as 
Lieutenant Governor during the 
lunch held at the Presidential 
History Musuem.   
YDA leaders held trainings 
throughout the day which fo-
cused on Chapter Building, 
New Media, Fundraising and 
Communications. They were led 
by Stephanie Hausner (NY), 
Lon Seidman (CT), Jennifer 
Paquette (CT) and Christopher 
Campbell (MA) respectively.  
Thank you to all the facilitators 
who did a great job.  
The Regional election is coming 
up in May. The candidates for 
office were announced and 
each candidate spoke to the 
region.  The candidates are 

Over 60 Young Democrats 
from the Northeast Region, 
which includes New York and 
New England, gathered for the 
Region retreat in Worcester, 
Massachusetts on March 14, 
2009.  Over the weekend eve-
ryone had the opportunity to 
attend speeches by Massachu-
setts elected officials, trainings 
led by other Young Democrat 
leaders and enjoy a day of 
skiing.The event chaired by 
Sandi Fox, the Young Democ-
rats of Massachusetts Member-
ship and Outreach Chair, and 
her committee was a huge suc-
cess.  
Joff Smith, a Worcester City 
Councilman spoke about his 
experiences running as a 
Young Democrat.  Smith, who is 
28, is running for his third term 

Mark William Bracken (MA) 
for Director, Mara Blumenthal 
(NY) for Deputy Director, 
Meghan Grady (RI) for Secre-
tary, Ben Jakes-Johnson (NY) 
for re-election as Treasurer, 
and Ari Disraelly (CT) for Par-
liamentarian.  
Lastly, with the YDA Elections 
coming up in August two can-
didates came to Worcester to 
spend time with the region.  
Mark Newman (NC), running 
for Treasurer and Renee Hart-
ley (TX), who is running for 
Vice President spoke during 
the retreat.  
As I look back on four years 
serving as our regional direc-
tor this conference was the 
culmination of hard work and 
demonstrated the cohesiveness 
of our region within YDA.  

Review of the Northeast Regional Retreat 
By: Michael Gilbreg, Northeast Regional Director 

New York State Young Democrats 

C/o The New York State Democratic Committee 

461 Park Avenue South, 10th Floor 

Manhattan, NY 10016 

Newsletter Editor: Jenni Royer, NYSYD 

Communications Director 

Together we can make a difference! 

The New York State Young Democrats are the official youth arm of the New 

York State Democratic Committee. The New York State Young Democrats rep-

resent young democrats between the ages of 16-36 living in all of New York's 

62 counties. Members of the organization strive to make a positive difference in 

the community by working within the political process and upholding the princi-

ples of the Democratic Party. The membership base reflects the broad diversity 

of New York and the party, including high school students, college students, 

young workers, professionals and families.  

NYSYD works to: 

¶ Elect Democratic Candidates 

¶ Encourage youth involvement in the Democratic Party 

¶ Support the ideals of the Democratic Party at all levels of government 

¶ Instill young people with the values for which the Democratic Party 

stands 

¶ Provide young people with the skills and experiences they will need to 

lead our nation 
 
Young Democrats receive first-hand experience in campaigns and elections, 
grassroots organizing, fundraising and candidate elective office, just to name a 
few. Many of the Democratic Party's leaders got their start in politics with the 
Young Democrats.  

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!! 

jroyer@nysyd.net 

Check out our website!   http://www.nysyd.org/ 

Check out our blog!  http://nysyd.wordpress.com/ 

Important Special Election 

 in the 20th Congressional 

District on March 31, 2009!   

Support Scott Murphy 

for Congressman in the 

20th Congressional 

District! 

The momentum is on our side!  

Scott Murphy has proven that 

he understands what Upstate 

New York needs to thrive.   

NYSYD members invaded the 

20th Congressional District this 

past weekend in support of 

Scott Murphy!  Now we need 

your help with GOTV efforts 

on Monday, March 30 and 

Tuesday, March 31!  NYSYD 

is hosting a phonebank from 

6pm ï9pm on Monday at State 

Democratic Headquarters in 

NYC.  Please contact Al Ben-

ninghoff (NYSDCôs Special 

Election Volunteer Coordina-

tor), at cd20nyc@gmail.com to 

find out about more GOTV  

opportunities. 

www.ScottMurphy09.com  
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